
Art in Context 



Critique 

• After observing the following images, you will 
need to answer the following: 

• Is it an interesting image? 

• Why or why not? 

• What is the significance of the image? 

• What is the artist trying to say/what does the 
image say to you? 

• Create a small thumbnail sketch of the image so 
you know what your response is regarding. 
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Robert Capa 
 



History of “The Falling Soldier” 

• The Falling Soldier is a 
famous photograph taken by Robert Capa, 
understood to have been taken on September 
5, 1936 and long thought to depict the death 
of a Republican, specifically an Iberian 
Federation of Libertarian Youth (FIJL), soldier 
during the Spanish Civil War,  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photograph
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Capa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Capa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iberian_Federation_of_Libertarian_Youth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iberian_Federation_of_Libertarian_Youth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_Civil_War
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Nick Ut 



 



History of the “Napalm Girl” image 

• Phan Thị Kim Phúc, O.Ont (born 1963) is 
a Vietnamese-Canadian best known as the 
child depicted in the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
photograph taken during the Vietnam War on 
June 8, 1972. The iconic photo taken in Trang 
Bang by AP photographer Nick Ut shows her 
at about nine years of age running naked on a 
road after being severely burned on her back 
by a South Vietnamese napalm attack. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Ontario
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pulitzer_Prize
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trang_Bang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trang_Bang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trang_Bang
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Ut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nick_Ut
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Vietnamese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napalm
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“Tank Man” 

 



History of the image “Tank Man” 

• Tank Man, or the Unknown Rebel, is the 
nickname of an anonymous man who stood in 
front of a column of Chinese Type 59 tanks the 
morning after the Chinese military forcibly 
removed protestors from in and around 
Beijing's Tiananmen Square on June 5, 1989. 
The man achieved widespread international 
recognition due to the videotape and 
photographs taken of the incident 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type_59
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen_Square_protests_of_1989
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen_Square_protests_of_1989
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiananmen_Square
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